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REVIEWS 


aid the student materially in grasping the essentials from among 
the mass of details which must of necessity be included. The 
discussion of each phase of each subject is sufficiently full; and 
being interspersed with the opinions and reports of various author¬ 
ities and investigators, the matter presented is complete. The 
personal views and experiences of the author are frequently and 
fully given, and in the case of Prof. Tyson are of decided weight; 
as his opportunities for the clinical study of disease have been 
exceptional, and his painstaking, careful methods make his obser¬ 
vations of distinct value. Numerous references are given in foot¬ 
notes, so that the original publications from which facts have been 
extracted may be consulted. 

Still another particular that makes this volume of more value 
and adds to its convenience is the fact that there are included 
in it descriptions of the technique of the more commonly used 
methods of clinical diagnosis. There are instructions in the methods 
of examining sputum for the tubercle bacillus, for staining blood, 
and for examining blood for the plasmodium of malaria. There 
are also descriptions of the tests for determining the character 
of the gastric juice and the urine. 

While some of the most recently advanced theories regarding 
the nature and treatment of certain forms of disease have been 
omitted it may have been decided by the author that these are 
supported as yet by too little proof. 

The book contains a good index, and is on the whole one that 
will be found complete and satisfactory as a book of reference, 
and excellent as a text-book. F. W. S. 


Counsels and Ideals from Writings of William Osler, M.D. 

Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1905. 

Dr. Camac, with what might, be termed an excess of modesty, 
has refrained from placing his name upon the title page of this 
most admirable little collection of wise laws and modern instances, 
drawn from the writings of the man who holds the most command¬ 
ing position in the English speaking medical profession at the 
present time. We may be allowed however, to congratulate the 
compiler on the great skill which he has manifested in the selections 
which he has chosen, and in his arrangement of them. Dr. Osier 
has written and spoken on most of the subjects with which 
the life of the medical man is brought in touch, and we may 
be sure that everything that he has let fall possesses a peculiar 
value. It is only necessary to glance at the titles of the forty-seven 
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articles from which this hook has been derived to see what a wide 
field Dr. Osier has covered, and to what varied audiences he has 
spoken. The book is a collection of good things, and it is, there¬ 
fore, impossible to single out individual portions of it for special 
mention. There are twenty sections, and the topics dealt with 
comprehend the entire philosophy of life. It is sincerely to be hoped 
that the work will obtain a wide circle of readers without the pale of 
the medical profession. Dr. Osier is much more than a physician, 
he is a philosopher, and a practical man of affairs, and there are 
few who could not read this book and derive from it lessons which 
would be of benefit to them in their daily life. Most physicians 
have already read its contents, as they have appeared in current 
medical literature, and no doubt many have wished that they could 
be put in just some such permanent form as has been done by 
Dr. Camac. To him we feel, therefore, under a special debt of 
gratitude. F. R. P. 


Res Taciies de Koplik; Leur Importance pour le Diag- 

NOSTIQUE ET LA PrOPHYLAXIE DE LA ROUGEOLE. PAR ANDRE 

Bing, Docteur en Medecine, Licencie es Sciences. Paris: G. 

Jacques, editeur, 1905. New York: Paul B. Hoeber. 

The recognition of the value of Koplik’s spots as a pathog¬ 
nomonic early symptom of measles has become so universal in 
America that the appearance of the present monograph at first 
sight seems a trifle behind time; but even a cursory perusal of its 
pages suffices to convince one that the author has presented for 
his own countrymen an exhaustive study of the subject and has 
discussed the essential characteristics of this sign so lucidly that 
every French physician into whose hands this monograph may fall 
can have no just excuse for confusing this lesion with other morbid 
appearances of the oral mucous membrane. 

Such a study by a French writer is all the more of value since 
little attention seems to have been given to the subject in France, 
and the few French authors who have referred to it at all, among 
whom are Gillet, Guinon, Marevery, Renault, Serinelli, and Roger, 
speak of the bluish-white point as being from 2 to 6 mm. in diam¬ 
eter, when in reality it is only a few tenths of a millimetre. The 
claims of priority made by friends of Flindt, Filatow, and Bielski 
are convincingly refuted, anti the honor of the discovery and ade¬ 
quate appreciation of the value of this sign is justly conceded to 
Dr. Koplik. 

The present monograph, which covers fully 194 octavo pages, 
including a bibliography of 234 references, must be accepted as 
a complete exposition of all that can be written up to the present 
about this interesting sign, and constitutes a deserved memorial to 
the fame of its discoverer. F. S. W. 



